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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Examiner finds the claim as written to be confusing in that it is 
unclear as to whether it is the PDA that performs the functions of " providing printer 
information... to the intranet", " retrieving print information... at the network printer" and 
" communicating the print information... to print the document". Examiner's interpretation 
and suggested amendment of Applicant's claim is indicated parenthetically below: 

(the PDA) providing (stored) printer information and information corresponding to a 
document to be printed, to the intranet; 

(the PDA) retrieving print information (from the intranet) corresponding to the document 
to be printed at the network printer; and 

(the PDA) communicating the print information to the network printer such that the 
network printer prints the document. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
extensive consideration of US Patent Pub. No. US 2002/0018234 A1 to Fu. 

5. Regarding Claims 1, 10, 17 & 19, Fu discloses a method, system and computer- 
readable medium for remotely printing a document, (Fig.1), said method comprising the 
steps of: 

enabling retrieval of printer information corresponding to a network printer, 
the network printer being configured to communicatively couple with the 
Internet, the printer information including an IP address associated with 
the network printer, (Fig. 1-5 and paragraphs #0021-0045), (Examiner 
notes that on the Internet, a remote printer would obviously be identified 
and accessed through an IP address); 

enabling identification of a document to be printed, print information 
corresponding to the document being stored at a location remote from the 
network printer, (Fig. 1 & paragraph #0025); and 
facilitating printing of the document at the network printer by 
communicating information to the network printer via the Internet, (Fig. 1 & 
paragraph #0022-0029). 

Thus, Claims 1, 10, 17 & 19 are unpatentable over extensive consideration of the 

teachings of Fu. 

6. Regarding Claims 2-4, 6, 11, 13, 15 & 18, Fu discloses a method, system and 
computer-readable medium for remotely printing a document, (Fig.1 ) T wherein the step 
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of enabling identification of a document, (perpending Claims 2, 11, 13 & 18), comprises 
the steps of: 

communicatively coupling a personal digital assistant (PDA) to an intranet, 
the intranet providing access to print information corresponding to 
documents available for printing, (Figs. 1-5 & paragraphs #0021-0054) ; 
receiving document reference information corresponding to each 
document available for printing, (Figs. 1-5 & paragraphs #0021-0054), 
(Examiner notes that as Fu teaches the transmission of document print 
information generally to a PDA, and as a PDA is capable of displaying a 
list of documents available for printing, it would have been obvious to 
transmit document information pertaining to more than one document for 
display on the PDA); 

storing document reference information with the PDA, (Figs. 1-5 & 
paragraphs #0021-0054), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability, storage of document reference information on 
the PDA would have been obvious for purposes of transportation 
convenience at a remote location); and 

displaying, on the PDA, for the user, (per pending Claim 3) information 
corresponding to each document available for printing, the information 
being selectable such that selection of first information associated with a 
first document available for printing enables identification of the first 
document as a document to be printed at the network printer, (Figs. 1-5 & 
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paragraphs #0021-0054), (Examiner notes that it is well-known that a PDA 
is capable of displaying information, which information is selectable), 
wherein the step of enabling retrieval of printer information, (per pending 
Claims 4 & 15), comprises the steps of communicatively coupling a 
personal digital assistant (PDA) to the network printer, (Figs. 1-5 & 
paragraphs #0021-0054); and 

receiving printer information, (IP address - per pending Claim 6) from the 
network printer; and storing the printer information with the PDA, (Figs. 1-5 
& paragraphs #0021-0054), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability, storage of printer information on the PDA 
would have been obvious for purposes of transportation convenience at a 
remote location). 

Thus, Claims 2-4, 6, 11, 13, 15 & 18 are unpatentable over extensive consideration of 
the teachings of Fu. 

7. Regarding Claims 5, 7-9, 12, 14, 16 & 20, Fu discloses a method, system and 
computer-readable medium for remotely printing a document, (Fig.1), wherein the step 
of facilitating printing of the document, (per pending Claims 5, 12 & 16), comprises the 
steps of: 

communicatively coupling a personal digital assistant (PDA) to an intranet, 
the intranet providing access to print information corresponding to 
documents available for printing, (Figs. 1-5 & paragraphs #0021-0054); 
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receiving and storing an authorization code on the PDA, (per pending 
Claim 9), wherein the step of providing printer information comprises the 
step of the document retrieval system providing the authorization code to 
the intranet, (remote print request system), such that the user may be 
identified as being authorized access to request printing of a document at 
the network printer, (per pending Claims 8, 14 & 20), (Figs. 1-5 & 
paragraphs #0021-0054), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability, storage of an authorization code on the PDA 
would have been obvious for purposes of security and access 
authorization when transmitting/receiving from a remote location); 
(the PDA) providing (stored) printer information and information 
corresponding to a document to be printed, to the intranet, (Figs. 1-5 & 
paragraphs #0021-0054), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability and transmission means, storage of document 
and printer information on the PDA would have been obvious for purposes 
of transmitting/receiving from a remote location); 
(the PDA) retrieving print information (from the intranet) corresponding to 
the document to be printed at the network printer, (Figs. 1-5 & paragraphs 
#0021-0054), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a memory/storage 
capability and transmission means, storage of document and printer 
information on the PDA would have been obvious for purposes of 
transmitting/receiving from a remote location); and 
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(the PDA) communicating the print information to the network printer, (via 
the Internet - per pending Claim 7), such that the network printer prints 
the document, (Figs. 1-5 & paragraphs #0021-0054). 

Thus, Claims 5, 7-9, 12, 14, 16 & 20 are unpatentable over extensive consideration of 

the teachings of Fu. 

8. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
extensive consideration of US Patent Pub. No. US 2002/002965 A1 to Mandahl. 

9. Regarding Claims 1, 10, 17 & 19, Mandahl discloses a method, system and 
computer-readable medium for remotely printing a document, (Fig.1), said method 
comprising the steps of: 

enabling retrieval of printer information corresponding to a network printer, 
the network printer being configured to communicatively couple with the 
Internet, the printer information including an IP address associated with 
the network printer, (Fig. 1-3 and paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner 
notes that on the Internet, a remote printer would obviously be identified 
and accessed through an IP address); 

enabling identification of a document to be printed, print information 
corresponding to the document being stored at a location remote from the 
network printer, (Fig. 1 & paragraph #0021-0022); and 
facilitating printing of the document at the network printer by 
communicating information to the network printer via the Internet, (Fig. 1 & 
paragraph #0021-0022), (Examiner notes that though Fig. 1 teaches a 
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print resource on an intranet, it would have been obvious in a networked 
system capable of transmitting to and from the Internet, to have several 
print resources available throughout the Internet connected to specialized 
print resource servers or other intranets at various locations for remote 
accessibility convenience). 

Thus, Claims 1, 10, 17 & 19 are unpatentable over extensive consideration of the 

teachings of Mandahl. 

10. Regarding Claims 2-4, 6, 11, 13, 15 & 18, Mandahl discloses a method, system 
and computer-readable medium for remotely printing a document, (Fig.1), wherein the 
step of enabling identification of a document, (per pending Claims 2, 11, 1 3 & 1 8), 
comprises the steps of: 

communicatively coupling a personal digital assistant (PDA) to an intranet, 
the intranet providing access to print information corresponding to 
documents available for printing, (Fig. 1-3 and paragraphs #0009-0045) ; 
receiving document reference information corresponding to each 
document available for printing, (Figs. 1-3 & paragraphs #0021-0022), 
(Examiner notes that as Mandahl teaches the transmission of word 
processing application information generally to a PDA, and as a PDA is 
capable of displaying a list of documents available for printing, it would 
have been obvious to transmit document information pertaining to more 
than one document for display on the PDA); 
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storing document reference information with the PDA, (Figs. 1-3 & 
paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability, storage of document reference information on 
the PDA would have been obvious for purposes of transportation 
convenience at a remote location); 

displaying, on the PDA, for the user, (per pending Claim 3) information 
corresponding to each document available for printing, the information 
being selectable such that selection of first information associated with a 
first document available for printing enables identification of the first 
document as a document to be printed at the network printer, (Figs. 1-3 & 
paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that it is well-known that a PDA 
is capable of displaying information, which information is selectable), 
wherein the step of enabling retrieval of printer information, (per pending 
Claims 4 & 1 5), comprises the steps of communicatively coupling a 
personal digital assistant (PDA) to the network printer, (Figs. 1-3 & 
paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that it would have been 
obvious, in a networked system capable of transmitting to and from the 
Internet, to have several print resources available throughout the Internet 
connected to specialized print resource servers or other intranets at 
various locations for remote accessibility convenience wherein a PDA 
could obviously couple to said remote print resource for purposes of 
obtaining and transmitting print information); and 
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receiving printer information, (IP address - per pending Claim 6) from the 
network printer; and storing the printer information with the PDA, (Figs. 1-3 
& paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability, storage of printer information on the PDA 
would have been obvious for purposes of transportation convenience at a 
remote location). 

Thus, Claims 2-4, 6, 11, 13, 15 & 18 are unpatentable over extensive consideration of 
the teachings of Mandahl. 

11. Regarding Claims 5, 7-9, 12, 14, 16 & 20, Mandahl discloses a method, system 
and computer-readable medium for remotely printing a document, (Fig.1), wherein the 
step of facilitating printing of the document, (per pending Claims 5, 12 & 16), comprises 
the steps of: 

communicatively coupling a personal digital assistant (PDA) to an intranet, 
the intranet providing access to print information corresponding to 
documents available for printing, (Figs. 1-3 & paragraphs #0009-0045); 
receiving and storing an authorization code on the PDA, (per pending 
Claim 9), wherein the step of providing printer information comprises the 
step of the document retrieval system providing the authorization code to 
the intranet, (remote print request system), such that the user may be 
identified as being authorized access to request printing of a document at 
the network printer, (per pending Claims 8, 14 & 20), (Figs. 1-3 & 
paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
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memory/storage capability, storage of an authorization code on the PDA 
would have been obvious for purposes of security and access 
authorization when transmitting/receiving from a remote location); 
(the PDA) providing (stored) printer information and information 
corresponding to a document to be printed, to the intranet, (Figs. 1-3 & 
paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a 
memory/storage capability and transmission means, storage of document 
and printer information on the PDA would have been obvious for purposes 
of transmitting/receiving from a remote location); 
(the PDA) retrieving print information (from the intranet) corresponding to 
the document to be printed at the network printer, (Figs. 1-3 & paragraphs 
#0009-0045), (Examiner notes that as a PDA has a memory/storage 
capability and transmission means, storage of document and printer 
information on the PDA would have been obvious for purposes of 
transmitting/receiving from a remote location); and 
(the PDA) communicating the print information to the network printer, (via 
the Internet - per pending Claim 7), such that the network printer prints 
the document, (Figs. 1-3 & paragraphs #0009-0045), (Examiner notes that 
it would have been obvious, in a networked system capable of transmitting 
to and from the Internet, to have several print resources available 
throughout the Internet connected to specialized print resource servers or 
other intranets at various locations for remote accessibility convenience 



Application/Control Number: 09/804,607 
Art Unit: 2143 



Page 12 



wherein a PDA could obviously couple to said remote print resource for 



purposes of obtaining and transmitting print information to be 



subsequently printed). 



Thus, Claims 5, 7-9, 12, 14, 16 & 20 are unpatentable over extensive consideration of 
the teachings of Mandahl. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arrienne M. Lezak whose telephone number is (703)- 
305-0717. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (703)-308-5221 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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